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Preparation and Chemical Evaluation of Cnidii Rhizoma (Part V*)
Effect of Air—-drying Period of Raw Rhizome of Cnidium officinale
on Quality of Cnidii Rhizoma

Masaki ANETAI**, Mitsutoshi AOYAGI** and Masayuki SATO**

Summary

To clarify the effect of the drying period before blanching on the contents of some components
and the internal color of Cnidii Rhizoma, the raw rhizomes of Cunidium officinale were dried on
the ground or air-dried for 1~6 weeks. ‘ :

The content of sucrose in the rhizomes increased with increasing duration of drying on the
ground or in the air, and the content of sucrose in the dilute ethanol-soluble extract also increased
correspondingly. The internal color of Cnidii Rhizoma was affected by the blanching tempera-
ture rather than by the drying period before blanching. Our results suggest that Cnidii Rhizoma
having an amber color, which is favoured in the market, could be prepared by blanching the raw
rhizomes at over 80°C or steaming them after drying them on the ground for 1~3 weeks.
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